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F e b r u a r y  24, 2000 
Mick Blackistone, Treasurer 
National Marine Manufactuws Association 
Political Action Committe& 
I819 L Street, NW, Suite700 
Washington, DC 20036 

R.E: MUR4959 
National Marine Manufacturers 
Association Political Action 
Committee and Mick Blackistone, 
as Treasurer 

Dear Mr. Blackistone: 

017 February 17, 2000, the Federal Elec?ion Commission accepted the si,gned conciliation 
agreement and civil penally siibrnitted on your behalf in settlement ofa violation of 
2 U.S.C. $ 5  434(a)(4)(A)(i)l, (ii) ;nd (iv), provisions o f  the Federal Election Campaign Ac.t of 
1971, as amended. Accordingly, the file has been closed in this moiler. 

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. $437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter 
is now pubiic. In addilion, although th.c complete file rniist be placed on the public record cvi.thiri 
30 days, this could occur at any time following cenification ofthe Conmission’s vote. If you 
wish to siibiirit any factiial or legal riiaterials to appear on the public record, please do SO :is soon 
as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional 
materials, any permissible :jubnissions will be added to the public record upon receipt. 

Infomiation derived in connection with any conciliation attempt will not become public 
without the. wri:ten cons en^! of the respondent and the Cornmission. &e 2 1.j.S.C. 437g(a)(3)(B j. 
The enclosed conciliation agreement, however, will become a part of the public record. 



Enclosed p u  will find a copy of the fully exscuted conciliation agreement fur Y C J L ~ ~  files. 
If  you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1 650. 

Sincerely, 

~~ . .  
Enclosure .. . ~ . .  

.. . .  . Conciliation Agreement 

.. . .  

Attorney 
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This matter \vas inili ated by the Fedcrai Election Commission ("Commission"), pursuant 

to infoimatioii ascertained i.n tlie nornial coiirse of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities 

I .  I he Commksion i'ound reason to beiievc that thc Natioiral Marine M a n u f ~ t u i ~ r ~  Association 

PoEitical Action Comniitkc and Mick Blcckistone, as treasurer ("Respondcnts") violated 

2 U.S.C. $$ 434(a)(4)(A)(i). ( i i )  and (iv). 

NOM', THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having participated in 

infornu1 tilethods oi'conciiiation, prior to a finding oi'probable c;iList" lo believe, do hereby agree 

as i0llows: 

I. l'hc Con-iriiission has jurisdiction ovct the Respondcnls ;ind the subject matter ofthis 

proceeding, and this agreement has tlie cffect ol.an agreeinent c:ntered pursuant to 2 iJ.S.L". 

4 437g(a)(4)(A)(i). 

11. Ri.spoildeilts have had a reasonable appofiunity to dr:nionstrate that no action should 

bc taken in t!iis matter. 

111. Rrspondents eritcr voluntariiy into [his agr-eenxut with the Commission. 

!V. ' rhc pcrtiircnt ficis in this inalter are as fol!ov~~s: 
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1 , -The National M;iritie lLlanilfacturers Associat.ion Politicai Action Comlniiiee is a 

po!itical coniiiiittee ivi thin the meaning of 2 U.S.C. 4 33 i (4) and is not an auihorizcrf. coinmirtee 

of any candidate. 

2. Mick Blackistonc i s  the treasurer orille Nationai Marinc Manufacturers Association 

Political Action Conimi!iee. 

3. a. The Federal E:lection C'amp;!ign Acr of 1971. as amcndcd, ("the Act") requires 

treasurers of political committees other than authorizcd comniittecs o f  a candidate to file pcriodic 

reports of receipts and tlisbtrrsements. I n  a non-clcclion year, political comiiiittccs niust f i le x 

rcport covering the pcriod begiiining january 1, and ending June 30. which shall be filcd no later 

than July 3 1, and a report ccivcring !he period beginning July 1, ;and ending 14ccenibcr 3 1, \vhicIi 

shall be filed no later than .ianuary 3 1 of the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. 

5 434(a)(4 j( A)(iv). 

b. ?he Act. also rcqiiircs all polilicai cor-r~mittces ollicr Llian arithorizcd 

comiiittecs of a candidatt: .io i-ic quarterly reports i n  ;I calendar year i i i  which 3 regiilarly 

schcdiilcd gcneral tiection is held, which shall he filed no later than the 15''' day after !he lasl day 

ofcach calendar qiiailer cxcept that the rcport of the quartcr ending on Decclnber 31 o f  such 

calendar year shall bc iilec! no later than Jarmuy 3 I of the fiollowirig y c x  2 U.S.C. 

4 434(a)(4)(A)(i). 

c. Addi1ionaIly., the Act requires political committees to file a prc-eiecticn report no 

later than the. ! 2"' day bcforc any general election i f a  contribution to or an expenditure on behalf 

of a candidate for fcdtral orficc is rmdc by a political committee twenty days or niore prior to ii 

gencral ciccrioii. 2 U.S.C. 43: (a)(4.)(A)(ii). 
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4. Resp0iidf;fits fai!eci to file tiniely the 1907 Year End Report. Respondents were 

required to file the Year End Report no later than 1a:iiiar-y 3 1, I908. Tlie 1997 i'ear End Report, 

vihiclr disclosed S38.75S in  i-cceipts and S3.000 in  disbursements, tvas not filed tinlil March 23. 

1998. 5 I days 1ai.e. 

5. Respondents Failed IO file timely the I998 A.pril Quarterly Report. Respondents 

were required to file tire Qti;irkrly Report 110 later than April 15, 19%. The April 1998 Report. 

n~lriclr disclcsetl SO i n  receipts and Si,000 in disbursements, was not filed unti! June 2. 1998, 48 

days late. 

6. Respondents failcd to file timely the 199s 12 Day Pre-General Report. Respondents 

were required to file the 12 Day Pre-General Rcpofi no later than October 22- 19%. Thc 1998 17 

Day Pre-General Report, which disclnscd SO in rcccipts and $ I  ,000 in disbursements, \sas not 

tiled until Deccniber 1, 1998. 40 days late. 

V. liespiiirilciits thiled to file timely their i997 Year End. 1098 April Quarterly and IWiS 

12 Day Pre-Cicncral Reports in vielation o f 2  U.S.C. $ 4  434ja)(4;(A)(i). ( i i )  and (iv), 

VI. Re~pondents wiii pay :i civil penairy to tile Fedcrai E,lection Conimission in the 

amount ofOi?e Thousand. T'hrce Hundred dollars (Si 3 W j .  pimuant to 2 U.S.C. 9 937g(a)(5;(.4). 

VI!. The Commission. on request ofanyone fi!ing a co:niplaint tirider 2 U.S.C. 

4 4373(a)( i )  concerning tiic matters at issue herein or on its ow'ti nioiion, may review compliance 

willr this agrccment. If li?e CommksIon believes that this ;tgreenrcnt O i  any rcquircnrcnt rhereoF 

has been violated. it may iristiinie a civil action for  rclicf in rhe United Statcs District Court for 

tiic District of Colunibia. 

VIII. This agreement shall become cffcctivc :IS ofthe date that all parties hcreto have 

cxecuted same and iiie Cor-nrnission has approved thc enlirc a= Ureenrent. 
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X. This Conciliation Agrccment consiittitcs the entire agrecrnent het\%cen thc partics on 

the inaiters raised herein. arid iicI other smmciit ,  promise. o r  agrccmcnt, cbthcr a.ritten or oral, 

shall bc cnforccablc. 

FOR 'THE COMMISSION: 

Lawrerice M. Noble 
General Counsel 

Associatc General C'oitnscl 


